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Psalm 91 says:

“When they call on me I will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue them and honour them.” Verse 15

Where is God in our current circumstances? How do we make sense of faith in times like this? 

The Christmas story has at it’s heart is one of the names given to Jesus to describe the nature of what has happened through his birth and coming into the world – Immanuel, God is with us – see Matthew chapter 1 verse 23.

Surely then, if God is now with us then we must get a free pass from hard times? That is not how it works.
We were just looking the other day at a photograph going back 35 years when we had two Bearded Collies. Misty, the mother, was two years older than Kayleigh, the daughter. They were inseparable. If I was out for a walk with them and we came across another dog, Misty immediately stepped in front of Kayleigh to protect her. Having her mother “with her” meant she was always under her protection and care – so too are we with Christ, whatever happens.

When we lived in Skye I remember, on more than one occasion, tourists having to be rescued as they tried to climb into the Cuillin mountains. Why? Because they often never had the sense to either go with a party of people or a guide who knew the mountain. If they had listened to an expert who knew the pitfalls and the forecasts, they would have been safe. That person with them would have made a difference.
In a similar way, Christ with us, is our safety and protection. He does not promise us freedom from difficult times but rather a guiding hand and strength for those times. The One who faced the most profound times of difficulty promises his presence, guidance and strength at all times - especially when the going gets tough.
We are facing difficult times, of that there can be no doubt. How did Jesus cope with trying experiences and fear? He spoke with His Father – He prayed and sought help and guidance.

I wonder, instead of complaining, resisting, being fearful – yes, and even bored! – we might use these times to seek the mind and will of our Father. He is most certainly with us, but are we with Him? Are we just waiting for everything to get back to normal, or are we tuning in to God and asking Him to show us what the new “normal” needs to be for St. Margaret’s and the whole church in Dunfermline. Are we turning to Him and saying something like, “What are to make of this? What are you teaching us? Help us to grasp your will for the church, our community and the future!”

I trust that God will continue to bless us with faith and hope and patience in these days.
Iain

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, It is the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead
I am once again grateful to God that Gordon would like to share a few thoughts with us:

QUOTE FOR THE WEEK
American President, Abraham Lincoln once wisely said –
“I don’t like that man. I must get to know him better.”
REFLECTION
One of the most dramatic scenes in the Gospels [John 8:7] describes how the religious leaders brought before Jesus a woman caught in the act of adultery. In the old law, Moses commanded that adulterers – both male and female – be put to death by stoning. However, in this incident, there is no mention of the woman’s partner.
The Pharisees ask Jesus what they should do with her. What is his sentence? They did so to test him and hopefully accuse of him of disregarding the law. 

Jesus is silent for a time. He bends down and writes on the ground with his finger. All the time, the Pharisees badger him for a response.
And then Jesus stands up, straightens up, and says – “He who is without [any] sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” The scribes and Pharisees ponder his words and then depart the scene, one by one, starting with the oldest ones, until there is only Jesus and the woman left.
The actual issue in the story is the far greater guilt of the accusers than the woman, who Jesus says he does not condemn. Don’t’ do it again he said. Don’t repeat what was a serious mistake. We are so quick to judge and condemn others. We see and hear it all the time. Despite a herculean effort by the UK Government and devolved administrations to deal with the coronavirus outbreak, there are those ready to criticise and condemn their efforts.
I was particularly sorry when Dr Catherine Calderwood resigned as Chief Medical Officer in Scotland. She struck me as a very able health care professional thrust into the public limelight because of coronavirus. Like so many others she would have been working long, stressful hours to respond to the crisis and frame complex advice for Government Ministers.
She made a serious mistake and then, alas, repeated it. She failed to practice what she publicly preached. Instead of “staying at home”, she twice travelled from her family home in Edinburgh to a holiday home in the East Neuk of Fife. Her position became untenable and she did the right thing by resigning – but was all the media and other condemnation necessary? How must she have felt [still feel] in her private moments? What does the future hold for her, her credibility and reputation in tatters? Is she lost to the NHS and medical profession?
It’s a completely different set of circumstances of course, but I’m sure Jesus would not condemn Dr Calderwood. He is more likely to say – “Go and don’t make mistakes like that again.” We ought never to forget, we all make mistakes - some really big and serious ones at times during our lives. We ought to feel we are able, having acknowledged our error and attempted to put things right - that we can go, start again, and move on.

