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Dear All,

I have just started reading two interesting books about Britain – one is by Bill Bryson called “Notes from a small Island” which is funny and insightful and the other is by Neil Oliver [born in Renfrewshire and currently living in Stirling] called “The Story of the British Isles in 100 Places” – a captivating read.

In his introduction Neil Oliver says this: “It seems to me that for a long time we have been preoccupied with our rights, with what we believe we are intitled to do and to have – even living as we do in a society that grants us so many freedoms and privileges while keeping us safe and secure for a lifetime. I have been around a bit and know that most of the world is not like this, not even close….Rather than demanding someone or something else to make our lives easier still, we would do better each to shoulder some responsibility for the well-being of this astonishing place in which we live.”

Think for a moment, even in lockdown about what we have and not about what we do not have! We have a country that is trying its utmost to support us, provide for us and care for all of our needs. We have a community of people around us, increasingly looking out for each other. We have a church that cares for all of our needs both emotional and spiritual. We have a God who in his grace and love surrounds us and protects us. We have an undiminished hope of eternal life. Even under all of the current adverse circumstances we can surely stand back and agree that we are a blessed people.

We have been given the opportunity to share with our neighbours – some of whom we know are struggling by contributing to the food trolley/table outside the church. Some of our members, I know, are going down and placing items of food there, others have given over £1100 in donations for Ally to buy food to put on the table outside the church and Allan Prentice persuaded his Rotary club to support this to the tune of £500! St. Francis was right when he said that it is in giving that we receive!

The lesson? Back to the old hymn and the final verse quoted often by me and something that comes to my own mind when I am of a mind to complain:

“So, amid the conflict whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end.
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God has done!
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your many blessings, see what God has done.”
A hymn first published 125 years ago but with an ever-contemporary message for us. So, next time you default to wanting to complain, bemoan your circumstances or feel you are entitled to more than you are getting – remember the hymn.

Iain
Do you have an email address? Would you prefer to have this sent by email to you? If so, just email me your email address to revimaclg@hotmail.co.uk.

“Gnawing away inside me was a problem I could not describe, except by giving it psycho babble labels such as ‘lack of inner peace’, ‘emptiness of feeling’, ‘hollowness of spirit’, or more simply ‘something missing’. It was as though, after spending a lifetime wanting to climb a particular mountain, I had unexpectedly reached the final approach to the summit only to discover that there was nothing there worth the effort of the ascent” – Jonathan Aitkin, the MP and Cabinet Minister who was imprisoned for perjury and who through the experience became a Christian

                    +++++++++++

“Life is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I have got a hold of for the moment, and I want to make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations” - George Bernard Shaw
                    ++++++++++++

“Jesus went into the synagogue on the Sabbath and saw a man with a crippled hand. He knew that the Pharisees were watching to see what he would do, and he felt angry that they were only out to put him in the wrong. They did not care a scrap for the handicapped man, nor did they want to see the power and love of God brought to bear on him.
 There were other instances where Jesus showed anger or sternness. He "sternly charged" the leper whom he had healed not to tell anyone about it (Mark 1:43) because he foresaw the problems of being pursued by a huge crowd of thoughtless people who were interested only in seeing miracles and not in his teaching. But the leper disobeyed and so made things very hard for Jesus. Jesus showed anger again when the disciples tried to send away the mothers and their children (Mark 10:13-16). He was indignant and distressed at the way the disciples were thwarting his loving purposes and giving the impression that he did not have time for ordinary people. 
He showed anger once more when he drove "out those who sold and those who bought in the temple" (Mark 11:15-17). God's house of prayer was being made into a den of thieves and God was not being glorified -- hence Jesus' angry words and deeds.
 Commenting on this, Warfield wrote: "A man, who cannot be angry, cannot be merciful." The person who cannot be angry at things which thwart God's purposes and God's love toward people is living too far away from his fellow men ever to feel anything positive towards them. 
Finally, at Lazarus' grave Jesus showed not just sympathy and deep distress for the mourners (John 11:33-35), but also a sense of angry outrage at the monstrosity of death in God's world. This is the meaning of "deeply moved" in John 11:38” - James Packer
               ++++++++++++

If you want the last word, apologise
               ++++++++++++

The world is a dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who don't do anything about it – Albert Einstein
              +++++++++++++

Any argument has two sides, and they're usually married to each other – Unknown

