Worship 21st June 2020
A warm welcome to worship and may the Peace of Jesus be with you and within you.

Call to Prayer – Led by the Minister
Isaiah wrote:

“9 My soul yearns for you in the night; 
   in the morning my spirit longs for you. 
When your judgments come upon the earth, 
   the people of the world learn righteousness.” [Isaiah 26:9]
Lord, we gather together this unique way in the name of Jesus.
Give us O Lord a strong and vivid sense that You are at our side. 
In these moments may we be aware of Your presence accompanying us.
By Your grace, Lord may we go nowhere and do nothing, that we would not feel comfortable having You with us. 
Release your Spirit to us and come and refresh our hearts and minds with grace, mercy and forgiveness.

We thank you for this different way of us being together.

We thank you that in trying and difficult times, you are the Unchanging One whose love and promises are the same forever.

We thank you for Jesus Christ our Lord – for the One who lived and died and rose again – all for us. All for love of us.

We bless you for the Church, of which we are a living part – for that dynamic Body that is ever reaching out to the World in Your name.
We thank you that nothing will ever be able to separate us from Your love.

Help us now in this place, at this time in history, to experience and know You as we turn ourselves to You.

Your Children are waiting on their Father for blessing and power, come, the door of our lives are open.

Amen
Music - Casting Crowns – Nobody [can be found on YouTube or Spotify]

Thought for Father’s Day
The story is told of a father of five children who came home with a toy. He summoned his children and asked which of them should be given the present. “Who is the most obedient one here? Who never talks back to Mum and does everything that Mum says to do?” He inquired. There were a few seconds of silence, and then all of the children said in one accord: “You play with it Daddy!”
The best father is the one who loves and pleases his Heavenly Father.

Reading – Acts chapter 5 verses 12 to 16 – Read by Moira Watson

12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers were meeting regularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade. 
13 But no one else dared to join them, even though all the people had high regard for them. 
14 Yet more and more people believed and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women.
 15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.
 16 Crowds came from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed by evil spirits, and they were all healed.
Thought for Sunday – The Minister
“Healing is the result of love. It is a function of love. Wherever there is love there is healing. And wherever there is no love there is precious little- if any –healing” – Scott Peck
I wanted to start off with this quote by Scott Peck – an American psychiatrist who practiced in the 70’s through till 2004 when he died. He began life as a Buddhist and became a Christian and was a superbly insightful writer – none more so than with this comment.
What was happening in Solomon’s Colonnade at the Temple? Love was drawing people to be there, love was reaching out to people in the name of Jesus, and love was changing lives. The followers of Christ were being influential in the best sense of the word. That is not always the case as in this story:
“A man, down on his luck, went into a church which catered to the "uppity". Spotting the man's dirty clothes a deacon, worried about the churches image, went to the man and asked him if he needed help. The man said, "I was praying and the Lord told me to come to this church."

The deacon suggested that the man go pray some more and possibly he might get a different answer. The next Sunday the man returned. The deacon asked, "Did you get a different answer?"

The man replied, "Yes I did. I told the Lord that they don't want me in that church and the Lord said, 'don’t worry about it son; I've been trying to get into that church for years and haven't made it yet.’”
The vibes we give off are important. If people feel they matter to us, they will be drawn to us. If they feel valued and loved, they will seek our company and listen carefully to our message.

There was an expectation among the people too. Listen to how four Masters put it:

“Let us expect more of God, and we shall receive more….I find it such a blessing to have expecting people about me, for they make a flourishing church” – C. H. Spurgeon

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God” – William Carey

“Expect more!” - William D Blake

“Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall never be disappointed” - Alexander Pope

But there is more even than that, and that is that the believers met together on a regular basis. We are finding it increasingly difficult not to be able to meet with family and friends and not to be together in the Church. Not only do we need one another, but we need to feed off the faith and gifts of one another.

This is not a time for us as a Christian fellowship to stand still – it is surely a time for us to take stock, be courageous, full of faith and confidence in the loving power of God and be open to the Lord leading us into the future. Let me close with this story:
“A minister went to visit a member of his congregation who had not been at Church for a long time – and for no good reason. When the minister arrived at the door, the man in question knew why he had come. He led his guest into the main room where, on this cold night, a good fire was burning.
The minister sat on one side of the fireplace and the man on the other. He looked intently into the burning fire and never said a word. Then, he got hold of a pair of tongs and took a burning log from the fire and set it on the hearth. Still saying nothing he waited till the fire in the log died down, then got up to leave: But before he left, he took hold of the log and threw it back into the fire and it began to burn with the other logs.

The man got the point and told the minister he would be back in Church on Sunday”.

Church is not an end in itself, but a means to an end whereby together we love, tell our story, proclaim our faith, encourage one another and make our mark on the world – even in lockdown!

Music – O the Deep, Deep, love of Jesus, Simon Koroloskiy [YouTube and Spotify]
Closing Prayer – Led by Gordon Brown
Lord, it is inspiring to hear of Peter and the other Apostles “performing many miraculous signs and wonders among the people”.

We give thanks for the many positive influences – past and present – that you have had on our lives.

And that is why we turn to you – especially in these difficult times.

Because life is so uncertain – but you are unchanging - we turn to you God

Because many of our plans are in jeopardy – but your purpose prevails – we turn to you God

Because we are anxious about the future – but you teach us to trust – we turn to you God

Because we have hopes, dreams and a desire for many things – but you meet all our needs – we turn to you God

And because we strive for your kingdom – by performing our own small acts of compassion and support for others – we turn to you God – for direction and strength

And so despite the present circumstances – let not our hearts be too troubled

Give to us we pray – peace in our hearts – peace in our homes – peace when we sleep – and peace when we rise again to try and do your will.

In Jesus name, Amen

